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The La Vendéenne Awards 
Celebrating the Best in the Enduring 

Encaustic Community
The Beginning 
Texas EncaustiCon 2012 - Lights dim, music begins, voiceover

Ladies and Gentlemen....distinguished nominees and 
participants...on behalf of International Encaustic Artists we 
welcome you to the first annual La Vendéenne Awards.

The Basics 
The La Vendéenne Awards were established in 2012 by 
International Encaustic Artists to recognize artists or groups 
who have made outstanding contributions to the advancement 
and practice of encaustic art. The awards are named in honor of a 
4th Century female encaustic artist, whose buried remains were 
found, along with the tools of her encaustic art, in the La Vendée 
region of France. This anonymous woman is known as La 
Vendéenne, and the International Encaustic Artists award that 
supports their mission of “raising the level of excellence in fine art 
encaustic work” is named in her honor.

Lyn Belisle, Encaustic mixed media 
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The History 
This year marks the 10th Anniversary of the coveted La Vendéenne 
Award for excellence in encaustic art, but the practice of wax as a 
fine art medium is more than 2000 years old. The encaustic wax 
painting technique was described by the Roman scholar, Pliny the 
Elder, in his Natural History from the 1st Century AD. In the 20th 
Century, painter Fritz Faiss (1905–1981), a student of Paul Klee and 
Wassily Kandinsky at the Bauhaus, together with Dr. Hans Schmid, 
rediscovered the so-called “Punic wax” technique of encaustic 
painting. Encaustic art has seen a huge resurgence in popularity 
since the 1990s, and the La Vendéenne Award celebrates the very 
best in this ancient and modern medium. 

Portrait of a woman 
Encaustic on lime wood, AD 55-70 

Photos by S. Kay Burnett 

Portrait of a young man 
Wax, egg, oil on lime wood, AD 80-120 
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As evidence of the strong connection from the historic to the 
contemporary, the first lifetime recipient of the La Vendéenne 
award was Jasper Johns, who throughout his career used the 
ancient method of encaustic by heating beeswax, tree sap, and 
pigment and layering it onto the canvas, “as evenly as one would 
frost a cake.”

The Process 
Candidates for the La Vendéenne Award are nominated by their 
peers through a form which provides a place for written 
recommendations and extensive supporting material. A panel of 
jurors who might represent museums, art schools, or IEA itself 
make the final decisions. The La Vendéenne Award was designed to 
include anyone working in encaustic. This early decision was 
important because it insured that the highest criteria for winning 
an award is excellence and not organizational affiliation. IEA 
provides the monetary award in their budget so that the cash 

award is sufficient and 
does not need to rely on 
sponsorship. The La 
Vendéenne Outstanding 
Contribution Award and 
the nominating process 
is essentially the same 
as it was when designed 
in 2011 by Harriette 
Tsosie, Lorna Kemp, 
Michelle Belto, and 
others on the IEA 
committee.

The original concept of the La Vendéenne Award 
Designed by James Meyer 
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The Future 
In 2022, in conjunction with our upcoming retreat, ConVergence – 
Wax on the Water, IEA will celebrate our next recipient at the La 
Vendéenne Outstanding Contribution Award Dinner. IEA members-
at-large will be given the opportunity to make nominations. The 
Awards Committee will narrow down the nominees, and the IEA 
Board will make the final selection. The award will go to someone 
who has contributed to the mission of IEA to support the growth 
and advancement of wax artists at all stages of their careers and 
provide opportunities and 
resources within a global 
community. We also want to 
reflect the growing diversity in 
our community, and how artists 
are focusing on such themes as 
environmental concerns, gender 
issues, social equity, and using 
cold wax, hot wax, and mixed-
media-dimensional 
constructions to express these 
concepts. As both the 
practitioners and the audience 
for the encaustic/wax community 
grows, the La Vendéenne 
Outstanding Contribution Award 
will continue to celebrate the 
excellence and diversity of this 
ageless and captivating medium.

To learn more about the La Vendéenne Outstanding Contribution 
Award, including criteria and a list of previous winners go to
www.international-encaustic-artists.org/La-Vendeenne

https://www.international-encaustic-artists.org/ConVergence-2022-Retreat
https://www.international-encaustic-artists.org/ConVergence-2022-Retreat
http://www.international-encaustic-artists.org/La-Vendeenne



